24:0             From Countess of Ailesbury           [1774
the pains he took to chew, it is true says he it is 'un combat entre les voraces, et les coriaces'.
King Stanislaus21 sitting to him for his picture, very fat & near fourscore, ohserv'd that he was but an unworthy model for a painter, the Chevalier said t il est vrai Sire que votre Majeste est un modele plutot pour les rois que pour les peintres'. I am sadly afraid Mr Conway has told you these already, but there is one more I am sure he has not as it pass'd only a few nights ago; Mon8* & Madame de Viry22 supp'd at Madame du Deffand's, & the Chevalier not having seen them before was amaz'd at their appearance, he said they cou'd not be call'd properly ' homme et femme, mais le male et la femele de Viry'.
Lady Harriot23 is sitting by, & desires me to say a thousand kind things to you, & thanks for all you have said of her; one cannot say to much; she is very much admir'd, but there's nobody here worthy her admiration. Lord Cholmondely24 never went near Madame du Deffand tho' he had a letter from you to carry, & Mrs Cholmondely25 had mention'd him to her ; I was vex'd at this.
I had almost forgot to thank you for your Saxon pun26, which may very well be plac'd in my book of bon mots. Madame du Deffand's machine for holding toasts was only a toasting fork; & your little grate, for she call's it petite grille27 is in high favour. Pray send me the snuff & the
21  Stanislaus    Leczinski    (1677-     pole had asked if she was admired in 1766), King of Poland, 1704-1709;      Paris.
father of Marie Leczinska,  Queen         2< See note 3 on Letter 124.
(1725) of Louis XV.    He  died   at         25 gee note 1 on Letter 124,
Luneville aged 89.    The Chevalier         26 See his letter of Nov. 7.
had been a member of his household.         27 A toast-rack.   Mme du Deffand
22  See note 1 on Letter 131.                  acknowledges receipt of it in her
23  Lady Harriet Stanhope (d. 1781),      letter of Oct. 16, and mentions it as youngest daughter of second Earl of      ' votre petit gril' in her letter of Harrington,   married   (1776)   Hon.       Oct. 26 (see Lettres, publiees par Mrs. Thomas (afterwards second Baron)      Paget Toynbee, vol. iii. pp. 22, 23). Poley.   In his letter of Nov. 7 Wai-Chevalier de Boufflers, a celebrated
